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constitutional system, which, although subject to criti-
cism as being defective and insufficient in many respects,
was none the less a decisive step forward, and, for that
reason, it was frankly accepted by all those, including
myself, who represented the moderate liberal party.
This party, which had taken the name of " Octobrist,"
continued to oppose Count Witte on personal rather than
political grounds, but declared itself ready and willing
to support any Cabinet sincerely desirous of carrying
out the above reforms. On the other hand, the more
advanced liberals, called officially the Constitutional
Democratic party, a name abbreviated to K.D. and then,
by a play of words, transformed to " Cadet,5' remained
hostile and maintained that the faculties accorded to
the Douma were not sufficient, especially those con-
cerning the vote on the budget and the right of inter-
pellation. The Cadets, who were strongly organized,
prepared for an active electoral campaign and placed
at the head of their programme a demand for an exten-
sion of the powers of the Douma, the opening of which
was to take place on the loth of May. As that date
drew nearer it became more and more evident that it
would be the signal for the dismissal of Count Witte,
who was abandoned by the Emperor and opposed by
all the political parties. Several prominent persons
were mentioned as being likely to succeed him, all belong-
ing to the bureaucracy, and a number of ministerial
sktes were drawn up and circulated, almost all of which
contained my name for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
causing me no little disquiet, for, while quite willing to
join a Cabinet composed of men sharing my own political
ideas and with whom I could co-operate in putting the
aew measures into working order, I did not enjoy the
of sUyiag myself with a group of bureaucrats,